
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Ms. Sarah Park        

Department: Digital Initiatives and Technologies     Phone Number: (618) 650-2632 

E-mail Address: gpark@siue.edu                                 Campus Box: 1063 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  9 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No 

 

Location of research/creative activities: Lovejoy Library  

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
The URCA Assistant will work closely with the Technology and Engineering Librarian faculty mentor to design and 

develop an experiential learning technology tool. The envisioned mobile app will extend the instructional use of the 

library’s “Plants of SIUE” digital collection beyond the classroom. With advancements in mobile technology and 

the growing popularity of smartphones among the student population, the researchers see an opportunity to improve 

the collection’s usefulness in facilitating active learning. The URCA student will collaborate with the faculty mentor 

to design and develop a partially functioning prototype of a mobile app that will help students accurately identify 

plants in the field, thoroughly interpret their field experience, and review their acquired knowledge. The prototype 

will serve as the basis for future grant applications to further develop the app and implement it as an educational 

tool.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
The URCA Assistant will review a visual mockup of the envisioned mobile app, conduct a usability study of the 

proposed interface in the field, and make adjustments to the interface design. Based on the results, the URCA 

Assistant will develop a mobile app prototype that incorporates all of the proposed aspects of the interface design 

and achieves functionality of selected features. The URCA Assistant will present the development outcomes to an 

interdisciplinary “Plants of SIUE” grant team and other faculty.  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
The URCA Assistant will gain experience (1) conducting a usability study in the field, (2) performing an interface 

design cycle, (3) developing a partially functioning educational mobile app prototype, and (4) presenting progress to 

a faculty audience.  
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Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

I can only select students who can be available sometime during my normal work hours (Monday-Friday, 8:00-

4:00).  

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
All of the work will be on campus.  

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
N/A 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

Programming knowledge is required. Interest in human-computer interaction and mobile app development.  

 

 


